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Aegean Scapégoétzﬁé -

For an American joumahst, a trip
through Turkey and Greece is now an .
exercise in masochism. Everywhere he
goes, on both sides of the Aegean, he is
damned and accused and warned of
disaster if the-United States fails to
take “proper" action to solve the prob-
lems in the eastern Mediterranean.

Roughly translated, in Ankara this'
means “abandon the Greeks”; in
Athens it means “flail the Turks.” After
two weeks of constant.exposure to this
litany, reports my associate Joe Spear,
it becomnes nauseating. -

It is a fact that: ‘the Johnson and
Nixon - administrations supported a
repressive military junta in Greece for
seven years. It is a fact that Henry Kis-
singer engineered a tilt toward the
Turks during and after their invasion
of Cyprus in 1974. And it is equally true
that Congress reacted by slapping an |
arms embargo on Turkey.

Bat the United States did not insti-
gate the feud between these likeable
people. And they simply will not—per-
haps they innately cannot—entertain
the idea that they, themselves, have
something to do with their own fates.
“External forces” are responsible; and
in this era of anti-Americanism, the
president, Congress and, above all, the
CIA have become the scapegoats. -

Turkey, for example, is' currently
plagued with a wave of violence in the
streets. Extreme factions of the left
and right are shooting and bombing
each other with abandon, and well over
100 Turks have been killed this year. : -

An occasional Turk will admit that
the problem has social and economic
roots, More typical are the opinions of |
two-  prominemt journalists,. who
charged that the CIA is behind the vio-
lence. The Greeks believe with equal
passion that they are the victims of a-
mysteriovs and pernicious plot cooked
up by the CIA in cahoots with Turkey. *

The Turks and the Greeks, moreover,
‘refuse to recognize that the United
States has its own .interests to protect.
Each move by Washington is judged
solely by how one side percejves it will
affect the other. Objective analysis of
the important issues in Ankara and.
Athens is all toorare. Emotions rule the’
d2y. When -Turks .or Greeks speak
about events,  they usually deseribe®
them in terms of their feelings. .

by Carter’s efforts to end the embargo’
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relations with the United States bad hy he had ed i
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Similarly, the Greeks are deeply hurt* “The danger,” concluded prers

that he may so enjoy the popular :
‘claim that comes from talking back
-Americans, that he will continue it. ..

against Turkey. “Americans. - and"
Greeks are brothers,” said Panayiotis:
Papa.hgouras, who retired as the for-,
eign minister a few days ago. “It is a,

‘| family fight. Unfortunately, these are,

sometimes the worst kind of fights.”
" The United States even holds the key,:
some believe, to the Aegean crisis. Fol-!

i lowing the Turkish invasion of Cyprus,.

the Greeks heavily fortified their Ae-,
gean Islands, some of which lie only a*
few miles from the. Turkish mainland.
Meanwhile, the Turks organized a 60,-2
000-man “Aegean’.army,” armed with
helicopters and well over 100 landing;
craft, and stationed it on the coast op-,
posite the' Greek*.islands. The Turks "
have also claimed’rights to a share of-
the minerals that lie beneath the Ae-
gean and have attempted to assert con-
trol over half of the Aegean airspace.
The Turks would quickly abandon their
“expansionist . jdeas,” said several;
Greeks, if the United Shts would get

‘tongh with Ankara.

" Eventually, there arises the nagging !
suspicion that -flagellation of the
‘United States has become a handy po-
litical tool. - ;
In Athens, to cite ]ustonepneceof ev-

‘idence, the Greek military’ establishe

ment has been agitating forareturn to -
NATO, from which they withdrew:
their forces in 1974. But, according to*’
one secret US. intelligence report frony”.
Athens, “the Greek leadership . . . be;,
lieves that public opinion and the 1nter~
nal political sitnation will not permlt a,
reentry - under . existing circum/
stances.” They want to get back into
NATO on a “de facto™ basis without
taking the “politically dangerous step.
of formally announcing” it, thus gwmg
Greece “the best of two worlds.” -

- Turkey has its share of demagogua
who eagerly excoriate the United:
States. Ecevit has generally avoided-
such tactics, but-even he can stomp.
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